
Whitesboro 
budget loses 
iSalerno, Gruenwald 
;re-elected to board 
tByJOHNAPPEZZATO 
; For The Daily Pre** 

: WHITESBORO - Voters last night rejected the school 
district's 1W-43 budget by a vote oil ,17$ to 1,144. 
- The school board now has three options, Superinten
dent Dr. Nellie Love said. It can re-submit the original 
budget, make adjustments to it or decide on a contingen
cy plan. A decision wffl be made soon, she said, but she 
would not not be specific. 

Last night's vote marked the sixth time since vm that 
ihe school budget has been defeated. This year's budget 
proposal totaled 914ft million, an Inertia* of about 54 
percent, or $750,000, from last year. Previously, voters 
rejected budgets in 1975,1978.1977,1979 and I960. 

Voters approved the sale of Main Street School, 1,968 to 
440. The 60-year-old school, located In Whitesboro, closed 
in 1978 and has been partially leased since then. Love 
said the district hasn't been able to break even with the' 
leases. It currently is used for administrative offices. 

Voters also tentatively approved the purchase of four 
60-paseenger school buses, 1,307 to 1,193. The cost of the 
buses is not to exceed $140,000. Love said state aid will 
reimburse the district for 90 percent of the cost. 

That vote is tentative because there were 18 paper bal
lots counted, Burton said. Those ballots will be checked 
for verification today with the Oneida County Board of 
Elections. If some ofthenvhaveto bediscounted J h e 
vote could be changed, she said 
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Town to form police force 
New Hartford board plans organized department by Aug. 1 
By DEBBIE GROOM 
For The Daily Press 

NEW HARTFORD - The Town Board late last night 
unanimously voted to form its own town police depart
ment. 

Councilman David Valentine, who also is town public 
safety commissioner, said the full-time force will be in 
operation by Aug. 1. A new police force is needed because 
the village of New Hartford has canceled the town's con
tract with the village Police Department July 31. 

Valentine said the town already owns a police radio, 
two police cars, uniforms and guns. All that is needed is 
"the personnel and the gasoline to put in the cars," he 
said. The town may spend up to $54,000 left in its budget 
to start the program, Valentine said 

A chief would draw up a crime prevention and neigh
borhood protection program, and decide how many full-
time and part-time officers are needed to patrol the town. 
he said. Valentine estimated that the force would consist 
of about four men, plus the chief 

The Village Board canceled the contract with the town, 
charging it was not living up to the terms of the contract 
The contract calls for the town to pay $115,506 a year for 
police protection 

Village Mayor John Kazanjian said town officials told 
him they cannot pay any more than $90,000 a year 
because of the town's financial problems and $75,000 defi
cit. 

The Town Board decided to contract for police protec
tion in October 1981 The town's police department was 

eliminated and the village department was expanded to 
patrol and protect the village and the -town 24-hours-a-
day.-seven days a week 

Some board members said they still don't understand 
why the village canceled the contract They said they 
thought the three-month contract agreed upon in October 
was being renewed on a month-to-month basis They said 
the town paid what the village asked for each month, and 
therefore they can't understand why the village says they 
^ere not living up 10 the financial agreement of the con 
tract 

"1 don't know what happened and was very surprised 
that they canceled." said Supervisor Gordon Newell It 
was a month-to-month thing, and we were never late with 
a payment and never complained about the service " 

Board President John Salerno was re-elected, and 
incumbent board member Frank Gruenwald defeated 
Peter Dundon, 1,088 to 891. Salerno ran unopposed. Both 
Salerno and Gruenwald will serve five-year terms. 

Tho Dunham Public Library's annual budget, which 
totals $108,731, also was approved, l ,356 to l ,014. 

Love said low voter turnout may have caused the budg
et defeat. "1 think if turnout had been heavier and we had 
had more participation, we might have had a better 

—chance." she said . — 
There are about 8,000 registered voters in the district, 

said school board Clerk Lee Burton. Officials estimated 
that about 2,500 people actually went to the polls, or 
about 21 percent of the eligible voters. 

If the budget had passed, the Increase in the tax rate 
would have been: $9 44 in Whitestown; $13.35 in Marcy; 
8193 in Deerfleld, $5.22 in Trenton and $9.19 in Schuyler 

The original budget also contained a projected state 
/^ £jd increase of 1.2 percent. 

Cuts are feared 
: in Frankfort 
» 
\ By MARTY TYKSIN8KI 
I For The Daily Press 

Flood in g s u r p r i ses 

FRANKFORT — Teachers and programs .will have to 
be cut if the state doesn't restore aid to public schools, 
said Donald Gross, president of the Frankfort-Schuyler 
Board of Education. 

Gross's comments came after last night's hearing at 
West Frankfort Elementary School on a $4 9 million 
budget proposal. There will be a second hearing at 7:30 
tonight in the high school. 

Voting on the budget and a two-way race for one board 
seat is scheduled Tuesday in the high school gymnasium 

The budget was drawn up on the assumption that the 
district would receive a 7 percent increase in state aid , 
said Frank Barrett, board business manager. But Gov. 
Hugh L. Carey vetoed the legislature's efforts to provide 
aid above this year's level. \ 

. School officials said they were encouraged by yester
day's news that efforts have begun to restore the aid 

; increases. If those efforts fail, the board will have to cut 
•: $200,000 from the budget, Gross said 
* "You don't cut that kind of money from materials and 
* supplies. You've got to cut programs and staff," Gross 
: said 
: Gross said the board did not prepare a "bare bones" 
• budget because "if you cut the programs out, you'd never 
\ be able to reinstate them, so you'd lose them." 

Officials said they are concerned class sizes would 
\ swell and education would suffer if the cuts have to be 
• made. "I'm certainly hoping we don't ever have to get to 
: that point," Gross said 
j ..r^The tax rate in the town of Frankfort will increase $3.49 

; i & $100.58 if the budget passes, while the town of 
i tf£buyter's rat* will drop 8448 to $127 80. 
£ The owner of a $40,000 home in either town would pay 
» about $S73in taxes, Barrett said 

Creek overflows 
at Seneca Turnpike 
ByJOHNAPPEZZATO 
For The Daily Press 

K1RKLAND — Residents living on Seneca Turnpike 
have gotten used to the floods that follow spring thaws 
But many of them were caught off guard yesterday when 
they awoke to find waters from the Oriskany Creek rush
ing past their homes and businesses. 

"It had to be caused by more than just the heavy rain 
we got the other night," said Jenny Mulvaney. I've lived-
here for about 50 years and I've never seen something 
like this happen in June." 

Mulvaney said water in her basement was about 5 feet 
deep. Outside, she said it was higher than knee deep. 

Residents said there is a lot of debris, including tree 
limbs^n the creek, and that probably caused the creek to 
overflow. State officials said the flood was caused by-
heavy rains combined with an old dam no longer in use 
and by trash in a culvert 

"The state used to come in here and dredge the creek, 
but they just stopped," Mulvaney said. "But since then, 
it's been bad. If they had just continued to clean it out, 
we wouldn't have this problem." 

Last year, the town worked with the state Department 
of Environmental Conservation (DEC) to clear debris 
out of the creek, Town Supervisor John Karin said last 
night. Karin said the work included raising banks and 
removing fallen debris 

"Flooding has been a problem here for about 25 
years," he said. "When we did the work, we thought we 
had solved Some of the problems, but I guess we didn't" 

Some residents-said the state stopped dredging 
because the creek is a trout stream. "The state told us 
that they didn't want to disturb the fish," Mulvaney said 
"I can't believe this. What's more important, fish or peo
ple?" DEC officials could not be reached for comment 

Becaus«-oi_tbefloMn^isection_^eastbound_lane_on_ 
Route 5 had to be closed. Department of Transportation 

Fran Clonan, of Route 5, Klrkland, was one of the 
Seneca Turnpike residents surprised when the 
waters of Oriskany Creek overflowed early yester-

(DOT) officials said It was reopened a short time later 
Fran Clonan. owner of Wayside Woodworking, who 

lives on Seneca Turnpike, said he moved to the area last 
November and knew about the flood conditions. 
- '4 knew it (flooding) happened early in the spring, but 
I wasn't expecting this.'' he said Clonan said the water 
reached to the base of his trailor and knocked over an oil 
tank on the property "I heard a loud crash at about 6 
a m and it was the tank" going over," he said 'When 1 
looked out the window, I saw the water coming " 

Clonan said the water started to recede about 9am 
and that nothing in the store was damaged 

Z% / s-f.s =fc-:;. v «»:>*<'•• 

day morning. State officials attributed the flooding 
to heavy rains and debris in the creek. Residents 
said the water receded by about 9 a.m. 

Mulvaney-said the flooding destroyed her garden ': 
had strawberries, onions, garlic and a lot of flower: 
growing Now everything's gor.e " she said it 's just ; 
mess You can't imagine what it's like unless you set i 

.for yourself" 
Carmen Serianni. owner of Kirkland-Ser.eca Antiqui 

Galleries, said although the gallery wasn't damaged 
there was a lot of water under the building it 's prett; 
bad." he said "We expect the flooding especially durinj 
the thaws In fact, most of us said we were lucky because 
this year's thaw wasn't too bad But this kind of caugh 

"~as"ofTguard "—— — — 

Federal funds OK'd for MUD project 
By JOANS'D'EMILIO 
For The Daily Press 

Federal officials yesterday approved a $55 million 
grant for the first stage of the Marcy-Utica-Deerfield 
(MUD) highway project 

A $6 million state grant will supplement the federal 
money to cover the $81 million initial cost. The money-
will pay for engineering designs, materials and construc
tion for improvements to Interstate 790, which runs 
between the North-South Arterial and the Throw ay 

Scheduled for work are 790, about 1.2 miles long, and 
the interchange where it meets the Arterial The road 

will be widened from two to four lanes., and the center 
median will be widened from 4 feet to 38 feet 

The interchange will be completely rebuilt to include 
better acceleration lanes and eliminate stop signs at the 
intersection. All roads will be passable while construc
tion takes place, officials said 

Approval was announced by Rep Donald Mitchell. R-
Herkimer, and U S Sen Alphonse D'Amato. following a 
meeting with Secretary of Transportation Drew Lewis 

As soon as federal money becomes available, the state 
Department of Transportation (DOT) can seek bids for 
project designs, said Phil Barnes, the DOT's principal 
engineer in the regional DOT office in Utica All 

approved projects are placed, according lb priority on 
list for funding, he said He said he is r.ot sure when fur.-rf 
ing will be provided for MUD 

Contraction cannot begin until the design is finishes 
Barnes said he thought construction could begin in th 
spring of 1983 
' The entire MUD project is expected to cost betw een $7 
million and $100 million It is aimed at improving th 
major roads and interchanges in North Utica and su; 
rounding communities 

Work has already begun on a small part of the projec 
a $5 million overpass extending Mulvaney Road over th 
Arterial 

Teen-agers mow city field 
Ball players take matter 
into their own hands 
By RICHARD PUFF 
For The Daily Press 

\ 

: * 

Two East Utica teen-agers got tired of the tafl grass 
covering their neighborhood playground last night, so 
they took matters Into their own hands and cut it 
themselves. 

In just more than four hours, Robert Plnskey, 19, of 
1701 Catherine St. and Timothy Durso, 13, of 943 Gil
bert St., cut the roughly •,000*Guare-foot island 
between GQbert, Ontario and Catherine streets, which 
has been the rieighborhood football and baseball field 
for years. 

"We figured the dty wouldn't rat it when it got this 
high so we decided to do it ourselves," Pinakay said. 

City employees have not been able to cut the grass 
because of the rain, equipment failures and lack of 
manpower, • dty Parks Department ipoketrnin said 
last night. 

The boys got the idea of cutting the grass on the 
dty-owned land earlier this week when a friend Joked 
that be would cut Ms name la the grass. The Joke soon 
became a quick way of getting their belHald into 
usable condition for the summer. 

The grass was so high and thick that it often stalled 
the two mowers When the grass was cut, other neigb-

. .bortood youths rated the cflpptags into a pile. 
Tne a m , wnkh to used by ahout» youths, has been 
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Council votes down 
communications plan 
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The boys said they dMnt expect to get anything out 
of dtfr efforts except a deer baOfieid 

"Butxwoaldbeitotfkfr P a w ^ g m u s t s f o r 
the gassed a Job to the summer," * « ^ «*®kyed 
Ptasny, lefeii lug to Voce Mayor Stephen Pawttngs. 

By MARJ PATRICK 
For The Daily Press 

The Common Council last night narrowly defeated a 
controversial plan to merge the Utica police and fire 
departments' communications networks 

But the heated debate which preceded the 5-3 vote often 
focused on Police Chief Benny Rotundo. who had lobbied 
against the plan, several members said 

In March, the council had directed the police and fire 
departments to combine their communications staffs at 
Central Fire Station The city then would need fewer 
dispatchers and would have more patrolmen available to 
fight crime. said Majority Leader Louis CriteUi, D-6 

The council members who voted against the merger 
succumbed to"the police chiefs charm," he said 

"The problem is the police chief doesn't like anyone 
fooling with his dynasty." said Councilman l-awrenc* 
Tanoury.D-5 

Councilman Vincent Wereszynski, D-l, the head of the 
^council's public safety committee, said the merger was 

"highly impractical " It could Jeopardize a $116,000 grant 
for new communications equipment for the police sta
tion, hesaid 

Council members Howard Welch. R-S; Robert DiBran-
go. D-4; Remo ZegareUi, D-7, Rose Ann Convertino. D-$. 
and Weresxynski voted against the merger. Councilman 
Michael Ahamuro, D-3. CriteUi, and Tanoury voted for it 
Councilman Robert Spetuxd, D-9. was absent. 

When the council first proposed the merger, Mayor 
Stephen Pawllnga vetoed it. The council overrode that 
veto in March. 

la the same March ordinance, the council haddirected 
the public safety commissioner to make a report by June 
1 about possible consolidations within the two depart-
meets. 

Public Safety Commissioner J. Lewis Kefly retired 
effective June l. 

The councils request for that in-depth study predpHat-
ed Kelly's retirement, Crttetti said last night. "The for-

i 

mer commissioner couldn't take the heat, and as a resu 
decided to retire." CriteUi said 

In other business. CriteUi introduced amended versior 
of two proposed local laws The laws, for i city electr 
agency and for charter reform, were tabled Barrir 
mayoral vetoes, both local laws would go to the voters c 
the November ballot 

The city electric agency proposal was amended so th 
a special referendum would not be required in August 

The charter reform proposal would give more budgt 
ary powers to the council CriteUi said the proposed \» 
was amended to incorporate some suggestions abo 
wording made by council President Edw ard Rewkowski 

During the meeting, Tanoury also asked about tl 
duties of city employee Janet ̂ pilka. a research analy 
paid from Community Development funds 

Tanoury asked Michael Houseknecht, commissioner 
urban and economic development, to report on "what si 
dees on the payroll and how she earns her salary '' 

A recent federal audit of the Community Developme 
program raised questions about Spilka's Job. Tanou 
said He would not be specific The findings of that am 
have not been made public 

Houseknecht said after the meeting that Spilka wor 
in the mayor's office on Community Development pi 
grams 

Meanwhile, CriteUi also criticized PawUnga for sele 
ing former Mayor Edward Hanna as head of the rit; 
proposed Harbor Point development 

Last week, Pawllnga appointed Hanna to the $25,< 
post. Hanna blasted the project and the PawUnga adm 
istretion when be resigned the day after his appotntmen 

The Common Council also: 
• Approved Gaetano Associates' proposal toftfev 

the former Utica Cathobc Academy into luxury condot 
nhun apartments. 

e Authorized the dty to seek a 1130,000 grant to ft 
a proposed program for handicapped children. 

e Heard ZefareOi say that he may propose a ban 
cars In the two Proctor perks, except in the park 
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