n very
lucky at thls site’

PCBs contained to hazardous waste
area on Valley View Road, says DEC
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By BRADFOAD 5 LUPPIND, Obsorees-Dispatch

The Valley View Road site In New Hartford where PCBs have contaminated the soll.

‘Water board assures residents of water’s safety

Environment: State and city offl-
clals are downplaying the problems
at a-slte-contaminated by.loxic pollu-

By NOELLE CROMBIE
Qb ver-Dispatch

EW HARTFORD — Leland Jones hos
hl'."l..‘l'l drinking well waler on Valley View
Rondd lor 25 yems.

During that time, over two neres of soll at
the boltom of his street have been declored
n hazardous waste sild, contmminnted with
loxic solvents nnd P&Rs dumpoed there
between 1868 nnd 1973

"It concerns'me,"” snid Jones said, hos nol
hoed his waler tested lor traces of the sus-
pected carcinogenic polychlorinated
biphenyls in four yewrs, "It ‘:'Jll'i-l toeo darn
expensive to test for pollutnnts.”

Hutl officinls lrom the stote Departiment ol

Environmental Conservalion — who last
week appfoved o multi-million doellar
clennup project
Water Supply officinls sny residents adja-
cent to the 4acre 5.0.5. Septic Tnnk Serviee
are not al risk for water contomination.
“According to all the studies that have
béen done ... there is no (PCB) migration Lo

- nnd Utien Boonrd ol

nny private homeowner wells, ‘e rosulis
have eome out elean,” sald Pelter Ouderkirk,
the DEC project monnger overseelng the
clennup, “"We are very comforable with the
clennup. We have done extensive ground
wiler monitoring.”

The ejty-owned Southern Nuservolr 18 shi-
unted nboutl Y%-mile from the-site. Utien
Watler Bonrd Principal Engineer Donnlel
Woelmeor sold contnmination of the wnler
supply is "impossible.”

“We have o mechanical deviee which
mnkes it impossible lor any Lype of eontiami-
nation to enter our waler system,” he said,

The now-deluncel seplie serviee wns con-
tracted to dispose industrinl woste for the
Genernl Fleetrie Acerospoce Division plont
in Ulica. Martin Marietin, which nequired
the division last year ago, will linance the
$3.1 million to $4.3 million cleanup,

The comprehensive NHtration system is
expected to take 20 years Lo complete,

Ground testing, aceording to n DEC stale
moent, showed that about 300 cubic yards of
soil, particularly in the driveway, ls conbiun-
inated with PCBs al levels over B) parts por
million; the aceeplable PCR level Tor
waste site is 50 parts permillion.

Martin Marietta spokesman David Waller

wodel o ndbditlonnl 30500 1o 5,300 cuble yards
of sodlin nn ndineent empty lot also containg

hnznrdous arginle compounds, |

Thesfilirntion system now being Installed
* In desipgned 1o elennse the soll and the shal-

low groundwiter, which also eontadns PCBa
nbove gate standards, The eleaning system
Is sloded for operation sometime this spring.

DEC has elassified the site < which 1s sur-
rotnded by homes, inost of which nre con-
necied Lo the eily's woler supply — a8 o eloss
two huzardous wisbe sile,

“IF left unremiedinted it poses n significant
Lhreat Lo the environment or ]lllh”ﬂ health,”
the DEC repor. sbilas,

Oudlerkirk sald the long-term resence of
CBs hove not alfected the Nsh and plant
life in the nrea. “Both the state Health
Department and the Division 'of Fish and
Wildlifie hove studicd n sampling of the fish
and we've seen no effeet,” he said. “We've
been very lucky ot this site. The PCBs have
kept on the site or in the soils. There's no
documented-health effect on fish or on
human henlth,”

DELC spokesman Chorles Nevin sald the
contaminated soil will be extracled and,
depending on the concentration of PCE, will
be burned or sent to n sewage Lreaiment
jlinnd,
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