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Mr. Ednrund Wiatr. Jr.
2 Sylvan GIen Road
Ul ica .  NY 13501

Re: Ncw Hartlbrd Ccntral School District

Dcar Mr. Wiatrl

.l'hc 
undcrsigncd is gcneral counsel to the Ncw r lartfbrd central school I)isrrict. your lelers

ofMay dnd June, 2007 have becn rcli:ned for commcnt and response.

We nole your voluminous requests for inlbrmation pursuant to Articlc 6 oi thc l,ublic
Ofliccrs Law. l-owards that end, we also notc thc iiappropriatc threats co)tained thercin. Rather
than rcjccl your rcquests as burdcnsome, not to mcntion thc unreasonableness or'lhc timc frame
afl'orded under rhe circumslanccs, rhe Disrric( rLrli ed its obrigations under pubric olr'icers t,aw.
Your interpretation ofthc raw is inaccuralc. 'r'hc 

General proiisions reraling to the discrosurc of
inlbrmation and access lo rccords pcrmit each entity subjecl to rhc provisiins ol.thc applicable
aniclcs ot law to adopt rcasonabre p.licies and procedurcs rerating ro tirc discrosurc oIinlbnnarion.
I am informed by the records access ollicer that you were providcd copics ofthc applicable poticics
and procedures.

Agency records are. will be. and have always becn availablc for inspection. Ilowever. lhe
Frcedom of Inlbrmation Law providcs that if. after inspection, a party dcsires coprcs. the applicant
may be required to pay a fce for copies (sec Comm. On Open (iov;t FOIL - AO 4961). When apcrson rcqLrests copies and the agency is willing to produce them. but thc applicant rcfitses to pay
requisitc fees, agcncies nccd not accedc to ensuing requests unlil applicant has paid requisitc lbes.(Comm. On Open cov't IOIL- AO- 834J). Despite thc facnhat youirequcsts aic overly broad and
burdcnsome, superintendent cirrigan has attcmptcd to makc avairibrc arr rcquisitc in|ormation. your
demand that thc same be reduced to electronic form is an attempt on your;afi to avoid thc costs or'
rcproducing the hundreds, il'not thousands, ol pagcs ofdocuments requjrid. The District
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has no obligation to do so. The District is not rcquired to reldeve and transform lnlormation intoan easily accessiblc and cost effective means for you to obtain the infbrmation requcsted. We arenot required to creatc an clectronic mcdium lbr your convenicnce (Comm. On Opcn Gov.t IOIL _
A0 - 4876; sec also A()- 4883).

, ,We rcquest you sel up an appointment to review the requisite records during regular businesshours. If a single day is insuflicient for your review. we will provide addiiional opportuniries.
Howcver, we rescrve our rights to have someonc prescnt duri;g lhe review and limit rhe timedcvoted so as not 1() take Disric( employecs away from their dutics io the public. I hcreaiicr. wc rvill
advisc you as to the applicable fees and charges and, upon paym4nt ofth; requisitc costs, makc lhe
copies availabie. However. as suggcsted by Mr. Gilligan. the cosl will be extenstvc. In lact.
eslimales will g.eatly exceed the hundreds ofdollars initially anticipatcd.

.. . In the evcnt the fbllowing is not acceptable, you have a right to appcal and scck appropriatc
dircc(ion. Wc encourage you lo follow applicablo proccdures to avoid an;nneccssary waste ol.time
on lhe part ofthc l)istrict and yoursef. Alternatively. ifyou feer compcried to havc the samc
res<rlvcd in a forum supervised by a Judge, you arc cntitred to do so. Thc Dist ct also rcscrvcs its
rights under Public Otlicers Law and will seek appropriate remedics lbr any abusc ofproccss.

Sincerely.

FELT EVANS, LLP

tsy:
Anthony C. Ilallak

ACH/bmn

cc: Danicl Cilligan, Superinrendcnl

Dictatcd but hot rcad


