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‘I thought we had some impact,’
a former panel member says

By ALLISSA KLINE
Observer-Dispatch
akline@utica.gannetl.com

NEWHARTTFORD -"Town
residents will not parlici-
pate this fall in drafting the
2000 town of New Tlarlford
budget, town officials snid
Mondlay.

Unlike the past two years,
citizens have not been invit-
ed to sit in on commitloe
meetings  between  Town
Board members and depart-
ment leaders,

William Jenlking of Slay-
tonbush Lane, one of four
members of last vears con-
mitfee, said residents’ par
ticipation is necessary when
putting together a financial
plan for the town.

“I'bey should have our
input,” Jenkins said. “
know last time we were

there, we had quite a bit of

input as far as what could e
approved or nol approvec
on the budget.”

Town Supervisor Iarle
Reed said residents will
have a chance to comment
on the proposed budget at a
public hearing in Novem-
ber,

“My philosophy is, citi-
zens don't have all the infor-
mation we have,” Reed said.
“My (department) leaders
have foo many things going
on to sit with residents on
the committee.”

A tentative 2007 town
budget must be submitted
no later than Sept. 30 to
Town Clerk Gail Wolanin
Young, who then can releage
copies of the budget to the
public. The board, mean-

THE COMMITTEE

P The four-member New
Hartford Citizens Budget
Review Committee was
approved two years ago by
the Town Board.

P The committeo sat in on
budget meetings between
town officials and depart-
ment leaders,

P Town Supervisor Farle
Reed said the commiltee will
not meet this year as part of
the formal budget discus-
sions, The public still will
have a chance to comment
on the proposed 2007 bucg-
el during a public hearing,
which must take place no
later than Nov, 9,

B INSIDE: O-D files Froe-
dom of Information request
1o see draft of budget, 24

while, will continue {o mod-
ity the budget. A final budg-
el must be adopted no later
than Nov., 20,

Not involving residents in
the creation of the ftown’s
budget after a prioy h istory
of doing so hinders the idea
ol transparency in govern-
ment, said Judy Nacler, a
senior fellow at the Markku-
la Center for Applied Eihics
at Santa Clara University in
California,

“It’s clear at one point the
town embraced that notion
of having the public
involved,” Nadler said.
“Now it raises a red flag to
say the public won’t have
the opportimity to have

Please see CITIZENS, 24
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“I'm sure evervone along the

MATINE 1ur D€ past v years or
longer beecause they are originally

The trend connimued this year
with $1.700 in losses and flocd-dam-

extend =z liitle longer if weather
cooperates. she said.

Citizens won’t sit in on N. Hartford budget reviews

Continued from 1A

input until the budget is actually
presented at a public hearing”
The Citizens Budget Review
Committee was formed two years
ago under a resolution that also
approved the creation of a proper-
ty assessment review commitiee.
town Councilmar John C.
Waszkiewicz ITI said.
Waszkiewicz, who sponsorad
that resclution, said hes disap-
pointed the budget review com-
mittee won't be part of this yvears
planning, but he hopss residents
come to Town Board meetings
when they know the budget will be
discussed. '
“If the board itself is working on
the tentative budget and prelimi-
nary budget at open board meet-
ings. it's open to the entire public,
sothe end result may be even more
open government,” he said.
Councilman Robert Payne I

Observer-Dispatch requests N. Hartford budget

The Observer-Dispaich filed 2
Freedom of Information request
Monday for copies of the working
draft of the 2007 town of New Hart-
ford budget. Town officials Saturday

, refusad to relezse copiss of the
working draft, which had been refer-
enced repeatediy during a public
mesiing.

*It’s just a bunch of paperwork,”
town Supervisor Earle Reed szid
Monday. “It's a work in progress. it's
rough figures, ncthing set in sfone.”

The town must respond fo the
raquast within five business days of
receipt.

Reed said he sxpects the 2007
budget 1o be scmewhere around

§12.3 miilion. Monay will be bor-
rowed for 21 lsast thras items - two
trucks for the fown highway depart-
ment and & generic environmental
impact stucy. Reed said. The envi-
ronmantal siudy, which could cost
about $350.000, could address
grovwth and waisr drainage issues in
the southern half of fown.

Rsed said Town Board members
and depariment lezders wiil continue

to work on a tentative budget, which

later than Sept. 30. After that date,
the public can gst copies of the
budget, which wili be the subject of
2 public hearing befors the board
votes on it in November,

szid the board is planning a Pow-
erPoint presentation for the publie
hearing on the budget.

“We will go over the entire

budget with all residents who
want to come 1o that mesting for a
review,” Payne said. “It's a little
different than what previous

administrations have done in the
past, but this should be a very
informative meeting (Reed is)
planning to put on.”

Telephone calls Monday to
Councilman David Reynelds and
Councilman Richard Woodland
were not rettined.

Tilden Avenue resident Russell
Cerminaro, whe sat for twoe yvears
on the budget review commities,
said Monday he did not know the
commitiee won't be allowed to
participate in budget discussions.
He does plan, however, to get a
copy of the tentative budget and
review it on his own.

“What we brought was a closer
look at the budget and z better
review of the budgst nrocess.”
Cerminaro said. “I thought we had
some impact on what was goingon
there and certainly (residents)
won't have any impact without a
citizens committee.”

Skermont says software problems fixed over weeken
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the result of the district’s conver-
sion to the new software program,
left many students with multipie
study hall periods in place of
required courses.

Counselors and other distriet
staff worked all weekend, Sker
mont said.

And a server was added to allevi-

Skermont said.

But Jasmine’s father, Richarn
Wiggins, is concerned because
missing classes could affect her
graduation, he said.

“What if she is missing a class
that will prevent her from moving
o 12th grade?” Wiggins said.

When Kelly Seminaro’s som
Dominick, a junior. got his sched-
ule this year, he was missing lunch

vear's problems were severe.

1 hope now everything will get
back to normal over thers,” Semi-

narp said.

Dominick isn't concerned about
starting math class a week late:

“I'm not worried about it TH be
fine,” Dominick said.

Tis the Season for




