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S enior housing block removed 
NEW HARTFORD - The $1.6 million Point School Senior Citizen Housing Project is on its way to completion now that the Town Board has 
unanimously approved a payment to the developer in lieu of property taxes. 
 
The Village Board also must vote on the payment.  Mayor John Kaxanjian said the board will vote on the issue next week.  Town Attorney Robert 
Bankert said the payment in lieu of taxes is required by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) because HUD will not 
insure a mortgage for a subsidized-rent project unless it is exempt from normal real estate taxes. Supervisor Gordon Newell said officials from the 
village and 
town and Louis DiOrio, the developer, negotiated a payment of  $2,500 annually. 
 
The $2,500 payment would be split between the town, village, Oneida County and the New Hartford Central School District. The exact amounts 
each will receive has not been figured yet, but the school district would get the largest portion and the town will get the least, Newell  said. 
 
Village officials first proposed converting the vacated school, on the corner of Genesee Street and Paris Road, into 44 rent-subsidized apartments 
for senior citizens in 1978. The village was awarded a $230,000 grant from HUD to purchase the building and finance the site work.  The site work 
began July 30 and is being done by Edgebrook Construction Co. Inc. of Washington Mills.   DiOrio said work on the inside of the building began 
recently. 
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P oint Project Work to Start Kazanjian Says 
By AUDREY LEWIS 
 
NEW HARTFORD — Construction on the Village Point Apartments project will begin within the next two weeks and should be completed by 
.next spring, Mayor John Kazanjian said today. 
 
Kazanjian said that he received word from Congressman Donald Mitchell, R-31, yesterday that $121,328 in additional federal funding had been 
Approved.  That brings the funding level for the project to $302,016, Kazanjian said. 
 
The bulk of the money will be used for rent subsidies. Total budget authority for-the senior citizen housing was also increased to $6,030,220 an-
increase of $2.4 million he added. 
 



The project involves $18 million in renovations to the former Point School at Genesee Street and Paris Road The work will be done under the 
supervision 
of Utica developer Louis C. DiOrio, who has leased the building from the village.  Upon completion, the building will provide 45 units of one-bedroom 
housing for the elderly, a community meeting room and an area for the New Hartford Volunteer library. 
 
Kazanjian said the units will rent for $420 per month, without utilities.  Since the project qualifies for federal rent subsidies, those with qualifying 
incomes will pay lower rents. Kazanjian said that more than 300 have applied for units. 
 
The Village has owned the building since 1979 when the Federal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) awarded the village a 
$230,000 
grant to buy it and do preliminary site work. However, the work was delayed until HUD guaranteed an additional $180,000 to subsidize the housing 
units. 
 
HUD could not make that guarantee until now because of funding limitations within HUD, Kazanjian said. 
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Applications Heavy For Village Point 
 
By GERIANVE SPANEK 
 
NEW HARTFORD — In less than two months, some local senior citizens might be moving into apartments that were once the 
classrooms where they studied when the village landmark was a school. 
 
Many of the senior citizens who have expressed interest in moving into Village Point Apartments, scheduled to open June 1, are 
graduates of the former Point School, said Mayor John Kazanjian.  There have been nearly 400 inquiries about the 44-apartment 
complex since the project got under way four years ago, he said. 
 
The location is ideal for senior citizens as defined by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), Kazanjian 
said, because the complex is near the New Hartford Shopping Center, bus lines, churches, pharmacies and banks, 
 
HUD has been involved with the project since its inception. It awarded the village a $230,000 grant to buy the approximately 80-year-
old building from the New Hartford Central School District and begin preliminary site work. The federal agency also has insured the 
developer's nearly $1.8 million mortgage and will provide rent subsidies for the complex's low and moderate-income residents. 
 



The developer, Village Point Realty Associates —Buck "Construction Corp. of Whitesboro, Utica architect Louis Di Orio and Utica 
attorney Angelo Felice — has a 99-year lease for the complex, which also will bouse the New Hartford public library. 
 
Village Point will select tenants, using income guidelines established by HUD, said Dorothy Parker, secretary-treasurer of Buck 
Property Management, Inc. Tenants will receive federal subsidies equal to the difference between 30 percent of their monthly income 
and the fair-market rent on the apartments, which has yet to be determined by HUD, she said. 
 
The guidelines ensure that no one will pay rent in excess of 30 percent of his or her monthly income, she said. 
 
DiOrio said no two apartments are alike because he designed the apartments around existing windows and corridors. The 44 one-
bedroom apartments feature wall-lo-wall carpeting, combined living and dining areas, fully-equipped kitchens, smoke alarms and 
storage areas.  Some of the apartments are located off wide corridors, but many are adjacent to the three lounges. Di Orio said be 
redesigned the interior that way to avoid the long narrow halls that give buildings an institutional look. 
 
When it's complete, the complex also will have a laundry room, community room with nearby kitchen, bocce court and shuffleboard 
playing surface. A parking lot for residents is located on the other side of Paris Road. 
 
The security system includes doors that are locked 24 hours a day and an intercom in each apartment. Di Orio said. The five 
apartments designed to accommodate the handicapped are near the office and at ground level to allow easy exit.  Safety measures 
include an emergency alarm system that connects each apartment to the onsite building manager's living quarters, or in his absence, 
the New Hartford Volunteer Fire Department.  The exterior of the old brick building won't be painted and the original stained glass 
windows have been reinstalled, Di Orio said. In addition, skylights have been installed in some areas, he said. 
 
Although Buck has been the developer of other senior housing projects in the Utica area, none has generated as much interest as 
Village Point, Parker said. Two that had nearly as many inquiries were the Mary D. Buck Apartments in Whitesboro and Margaret 
Knamm Apartments on Faxton Street, she said. 
 
The Whitesboro complex has 129 apartments and opened in January 1980. The Kramm apartments, with 84 units, opened in 
November 1982.  
 
Eligibility for Village Point is restricted to those who are 62 or disabled. Applications are available at 276 Genesee St. or by calling 732-
7816.  An open house at the new apartments is planned for l to 4 p.m. on May 21.  


