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FCC ENFORCEMENT ADVISORY

ENFORCEMENT BUREALU REMINDS EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM (EAS)
PARTICIPANTS OF COMPLIANCE OBLIGATIONS

The Enforcement Bureau of the Federal Communications Commission (Commission or FOC) issues this
Enforcement Advisory to remind broadcasiers, cable television operators, wireless cable operators,
wireline video service providers, satellite digital audio radio service providers, and direct broadeast
satellite providers (EAS Panicipants)' of their obligation to comply with the EAS rules, including
ensuring that EAS alenis are accessible o persons with disabilities.® In reporting on the most recent
national level 1est of the EAS, the FOC's Public Safery and Homeland Security Bureau noted
improvements in key arcas, but identified several issues that impair dissemination of EAS messages.”
The 201% Nattonwide EAS Test Repori noted, for instance, that EAS Participanis must ensure that
messages comply with the FOC's requirements designed to make the message accessible 1o individuals
with heanng and visson disabalities.* Below we highlight EAS Participants™ obligations and sdentify
measures (o mprove the dissemination and accessibility of EAS alents.

e

The Emergency Alert System
The EAS s a mational public warning system that enables the President to communicate via live audio
tranemission to the public duning a national emergency.” EAS Participants mast transmil Presidential

messages during national emergencies and may transmit local messages, such as severe weather alerts and

! See 4T CFR § 11.20b) (defining EAS Panticipants). See afee fd. § 11.11{a) {funtber defining EAS Participanis),
Analog end digrial class I¥ non-commercial educational FM sintions, n.nah_g and digrial Low Power FM {LPFM)
stations, and analog and digital Low Power TV (LPFTV ) stations are not requined 1o have equipment capable of

generating the EAS codes and Anention Signal specified in section 1131 of the Commission’s rules. 47 CFR §
1031,

? See 4T CFR & 1L60aW 3Mibiv) (requiring EAS Participants to pasticipate in national tests and report their test
resulis in the EAS Test chmrllng System, respectively), Sev afse 47 CFR § 11,51 hmcll'}'ing the: requirements. for
the sudio and visual components of the EAS message)

* FCC, Public Safety and Homeland Security Bureau, Report: August 7, 2019 Natiorwide EAS Test (20209,

& aa 20,

3 See Review of the Emergency Alert System, Second Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 25 FOC Red 564,
565, para. 2 (2000). See aleo 2019 Nationwide EAS Test Repon at 3-4 (providing historical context and statutery
basis for ithe EAS)
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