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High time state legislators 
; 

. . . 
The Nto"'· York Slat~ Asnmbly returns, to pretty· m\lch as it always "does. Rank·and·file 

-::tl15anY" tcsda5: ror what-Speakenf~~i;itfi!...--nn-iflOrs-:-and"""Xss~mbzymembers lN monly 
t'alls a ''mini-session.'' M1ll~r.says lle.e-x~ts "sPe-ctators as the" important oecuiO!)S are 
the Assembly to adj~urn ~omorrow e .. ·e;fiing or made. by the Big Three - Miller. Stinatt> 
Thursday after deahng v.-ath some 100 balls. Majority .Leadtior Warren A nde.rson and Gov 

How's tt\at again. Mel? Mario Cuomo-- and theirstatls; . 
Som~ ~f th~ unresolved issu~s indude ihe Assembly"s '"mini·session·· is )ust aa . 

restrictinif srndking in public places, . raising after~school version ohbe us\.ial clOt ins r\ah 
t.>li.~biHty levels for ~t~icaid •. protecti.ng the put on by both houses as tbef rush bill after 
pm·acy of people takang, AIDS tests and undigestlkl bill through in the session·, clos· 

. es~ablishing gU.ideHn~s for in.epections of ing hours. · 
lm_dge.iil. . • • • _ t Irs probably unf~ir to picl< on Miller. A.2Ya: 

_Are we reall~ suppo:!.ed to be_lle'e th~l the day seuion is ridiculous but what do we ~all a 
150 members of the Assemb1)· are go~ng to _ ... ·; • · ? Th ~ h h s 
make· delib~rative jlldgntl!'nts Oil all those oni:"Q~J .. shsaon. au _w at t e enate 
ic.suesand score· of others in4S hours'> . co~duc:ted ?n Aug 1. Anderson then declared 
• · :~~ · . · ~ tha.tall busmess was done. 

To be sUrl". the~ matters·c:ame before the . · · . 
legislative session that adjourned last month. . • W~th a base sl}la.,.· of $43.000 (to be raas.ed to 
and many of them ha\·e bHn appro,•ed by the $57.?0CJ ~~xt )'ear~. ,plus .s~lpends.-Jor ofte~· 
Sennt('. Rut ~n<'ern about. tile state's budget du~JOUs.. Jeadershap posat~on~, J'l;ew Yo!k 6 
shortfall pushed mo$t Iegis.lath·e conrerns to IE.•glslators are the lx>st.paad tn the nauon 
the b&ek!P'ound. tThe budget gap still looms They also ha .. eaCi::e~ to the beststaff'and best ' 
large. by the way. but don't ~xpect serious suppcjrtservicssofanystatehouse. 
efforts todenlwif" idn t_his election year.) . Isn't it about timE' that they did some real 

ln truth, the Legislatu~e is functioning legislating? 

SauquC)it Creek work needed 
• 

One thing the Assembly should do during its . most serious in 1981 when ice jams forced 
''mini·ses.sion" is appro'o'e a projeet to deepen hundr~s of Whitesboro residents from their 
and widen the charin.el of the Sauquoit Creek. bQmE1S. 

· and to build le\·iea arid Ntention· P9ftds for After that a n('W bridge was built and some 
flood control. · rechanneling was done, aU under the supervi· 

sion or the Army Corps: But since then 
development has greatly increased. 

The project would cost $3.8 million, but 
most ofthatwould be paid b~· the Army Cor~ 
of Engineer$. Th~ state'~. ,;han ·would be 
$723.QOO. abeady approved by the Sen a~ .. 

Tl:ie . measure merits support because the 
Sauquoit is being squeezed tighter abd.tighter 

• > • 

·as·conunercial and residential de\·elopment in 
the towns. of Sauquoit and New Hart!o.r.d 
reduces the amount of .drainage arn. 

• 
.\{any Ooods already_ ha.ve occurred, thi! 

De-.·elopmtont. mut'h of it residential. is an 
innjtable part of the growth that has taken 
place and will continue as the area attracts 
new service industries. 

DeYelopment can't be allowed to lhreaten 
the Sauquoit basin. however. Certainly the 
affected communities should act to ketp 
expansion in check. But the Sauquoit Creek 
work is needed to insure the area's future. 




