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I N  B R I E F

SYRACUSE
Girl shot, hospitalized  
in critical condition

A 14-year-old girl has been 
shot in the head in upstate 
New York and hospitalized in 
“extremely critical condition.”

Authorities say the shoot-
ing happened around 1:30 
p.m. Tuesday at a home in 
Syracuse.

O n o n d a g a  C o u n t y 
District Attorney William 
Fitzpatrick says the shoot-
ing appears to be accidental, 
but he declined to comment 
further.

The girl’s name has not 
been released.

The shooting remains 
under investigation.

The Associated Press

The Associated Press

B U F F A L O  —  T h e 
C a t h o l i c  D i o c e s e  o f 
Buffalo has created a 
task force to review and 
recommend policies and 
procedures in dealing 
with sexual abuse alle-
gations made by adults 
against clergy.

The diocese says the 
Adult Sexual Abuse and 
Misconduct Task Force 
will ensure the diocese’s 
policies for adult abuse 
complement the policies 

on child abuse. The task 
force will consist of five 
members and will review
the investigation frame-
work to ensure it is in 
compliance with federal
and state law, canon law
and the diocese’s code of 
conduct.

B i s h o p  R i c h a r d
M a l o n e  h a s  p r e v i -
ously acknowledged he 
had “fallen short” in 
addressing claims of mis-
conduct involving adult  
alleged victims.

Buffalo diocese 
creates task force for 
adult abuse claims

By Jim Mustian
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — A white 
s u p r e m a c i s t  p l e a d e d 
guilty Wednesday to kill-
ing a black man with a 
sword as part of an attack 
that authorities said was 
intended to incite a race 
war in the United States.

James Jackson admit-
ted to fatally stabbing 
66-year-old Timothy 
Caughman in March 2017 
after stalking a number 
of black men in New York 
City.

Jackson, who is white, 
told police he traveled from 
Baltimore to carry out the 
attack because New York 
is the media capital of the 
world. He said the slaying 
was intended to be practice 
for further assaults on black 
people.

Jackson, 30, faces life in 
prison without parole when 
he is sentenced Feb. 13 
after pleading guilty to six 
counts, including murder 
and a hate crime charge.

He spoke in a calm and 
collected manner as Judge 
Laura Ward questioned 
him in Manhattan criminal 
court, saying “that’s true” 
when asked whether he was 
armed with a sword and 
two knives when he began 
hunting black people on the 
streets of Midtown.

The plea came several 
weeks after Ward ruled that 
jurors would hear Jackson’s 
detailed confession if the 
case had gone to trial. 
Jackson’s attorneys said he 
pleaded guilty against their 
advice, aware he would face 
a mandatory life sentence.

Caughman, who was 
remembered as a gentle-
man and a good neighbor, 
was alone and collecting 
bottles for recycling when 
he was attacked from 
behind with a sword. He 
staggered, bleeding, into a 
police station and died at a 
hospital.

C y r u s  V a n c e ,  t h e 
Manhattan district attor-
ney, called the plea a 
l a n d m a r k  c o n v i c t i o n , 
saying it marked New 
York’s first prosecution 
under the state’s “murder 
as a crime of terrorism” 
statute. But he warned 
that it would not “reverse 
the alarming rise of white 
nationalism in America.”

“This was more than a 
murder case,” Vance said 
outside the courtroom. 
“This was a type of cruelty 
that needs to be treated 
with the most serious of 
our laws.”

Jackson is from Baltimore 
and a veteran who served 
in Afghanistan. Family 
friends said previously that 
the allegations were out of 

line with how he was raised, 
in a tolerant and liberal 
middle-class family.

In a 2017 jailhouse inter-
view with the Daily News,
Jackson said he intended 
the stabbing as “a practice
run” in a mission to deter 
interracial relationships.

He said he would rather 
have killed “a young thug”
or “a successful older black 
man with blondes ... people 
you see in Midtown. These
younger guys that put white
girls on the wrong path.”

One of Jackson’s attor-
neys, Frederick Sosinsky, 
told the judge Wednesday
that New York police 
improperly interviewed 
Jackson several weeks
ago without notifying his
defense lawyers. He said 
the officers who conducted
the interview were not
been assigned to the case
and work in the intelli-
gence division of the police 
department.

S o s i n s k y  c a l l e d  t h e 
interview “shocking to the 
conscience” and in vio-
lation of state and federal
law.

It was not immediately
clear why the officers ques-
tioned Jackson.

“This will not be the end
of the matter as far as I’m
concerned,” Sosinsky told 
Ward. “I will not rest until
we have a very good answer
as to how this could possi-
bly happen.”

Vance, the district attor-
ney, said he was unaware
of the interview before 
Wednesday but told Ward 
“it’s not something we’d
countenance.”

He declined to address 
S o s i n k y ’ s  c l a i m  t h a t
t h e  N e w  Y o r k  P o l i c e
Department has made a 
“practice” of conducting
such unauthorized inter-
views but said his office 
will conduct a preliminary
inquiry into the matter.

Emails seeking comment 
on the interview were sent
to the NYPD.

White supremacist pleads 
guilty to NYC sword killing

James Jackson, right, confers with his lawyer during a 
hearing in criminal court, Wednesday in New York. [BEBETO 

MATTHEWS/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS]

The Associated Press

ALBANY — New York law-
makers voted Wednesday to 
extend state financial aid to stu-
dents brought into the country 
illegally as children, a key liberal 
priority that had been blocked 
by Republicans for years until 
Democrats won control of the 
state Senate last fall.

The so-called Dream Act will 
ensure that New York children 
will have the same access to state 
loans and grants no matter their 
legal status as American citi-
zens. To be eligible, a person 
must have a New York high 
school diploma or the equiva-
lent or meet the requirements 
for in-state tuition.

The Senate passed the bill 
Wednesday afternoon, hours 
before the Assembly fol-
lowed suit. Democratic Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo supports the 

measure and is expected to sign  
it into law.

“The dreamers are here. 
They are New Yorkers,” said 
Assemblywoman Carmen De 
La Rosa, a Manhattan Democrat 
who sponsored the bill. “To the 
dreamers, I say this: Today we 
do this for you. The door to 
higher education is open to all.”

The measure was at the 
top of the list of priorities for 
Democrats, eager to push 
through a long list of bills that 
had been blocked in the Senate 
until the party won a majority 
in November. The Democrat-
led Assembly had passed the bill 
eight times only to see it languish 
in the upper chamber. This year 
it was renamed the Jose Peralta 
NY Dream Act to honor the 
late Sen. Peralta of Queens, the 
bill’s longtime Senate sponsor. 
Peralta died in November from 
complications of leukemia.

California, Texas and four 
other states already have sim-
ilar laws on the books. In New
York, the measure is expected 
to cost $27 million annually. A 
new state commission and state
fund would be created to iden-
tify private sources of funding 
for scholarships.

Republicans in both the Senate
and Assembly argued the Dream
Act was unfair to taxpayers and
immigrants who came legally
and that people who entered 
the country illegally shouldn’t 
be given the same level of state
support.

“It sends the wrong message
to the millions who have worked 
their way through college and
are still dealing with crippling
student loan debt,” said Sen. 
Fred Akshar, R-Broome County.
Akshar then added that the 
Dream Act would “roll out the
red carpet for illegals.”

NY lawmakers pass state Dream Act
“Hardworking citizens sacrificed, 
saved and bet on themselves with real 
skin in the game. Their parents played 
by the rules, sometimes taking second 
jobs and taking on second mortgages 
to send them to school. The fact that 
we’d ask these taxpayers to pay for 
illegals to go for free is just wrong.”

Assemblyman Ken Blankenbush

“While I believe the motive behind 
the DREAM Act is noble – to expand 
access to higher education – I believe 
those who voted in favor of it have 
done a disservice to the citizens of 
New York state, especially those who 
are college-bound or currently paying 
student loans. This legislation allows 
the use of our tax dollars to provide 
college tuition assistance to illegal 
immigrants, while legal residents find 
themselves crushed under the weight 
of burdensome student loan debt."

Assemblyman Brian Miller

 “Opening up the taxpayer wallet to 
pay for illegal aliens to go to college 
here and take even more resources 
that struggling upstate New Yorkers 
need is simply devastating. In 2017 
the average student loan debt was 
$39,400. Our tax dollars should be 
focused on giving families who play 
by the rules relief, not using them 
as a piggy bank for a progressive 
utopia.”

Assemblyman John Salka
 
“I understand the importance and 
value of higher education in our 
society, but this measure will only 
expand our ballooning state debt. 
The governor’s proposal adds an 
additional $27 million to a state 
education system that is already 
struggling to receive proper funding 
for the initiatives and services it 
currently provides.”

Assemblyman Robert Smullen

Cathy Lawrence
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